
 

For Release 

Mrs Claire Malone’s story proof that Ireland is a world leader in maternity care & saves lives 

 

Doctors for Life Ireland has issued a statement commenting on the story of Wexford lady, Claire 

Malone whose story featured in Amnesty Ireland’s launch today: 

“This case is an example whereby Irish obstetricians, midwives and general practitioners continue to 

provide world-class medical care to women who experience high risk pregnancies. It is an example of 

medical professionals fulfilling their obligation to protect the life of the mother while working to 

ensure the safe delivery of their baby as far as practicable. As a result, Claire has a healthy baby 

daughter who is now 6 weeks old. 

While we do not have access to the medical notes in this case, broadly we can say that in cases of 

pulmonary hypertension (high blood pressure of the lungs), the termination of pregnancy (as 

opposed to abortion) is always a legitimate treatment option where the mother’s life is in danger. 

Pulmonary hypertension in pregnancy can be managed very effectively as is demonstrated in this 

case. Current evidence based best practice states that most pregnant women receive close 

observation and advanced medical therapy for pulmonary hypertension. Increasingly these women 

are delivered by caesarean section to reduce the strain on the heart as in Mrs Malone’s case. Heart 

failure does not mean that a patient is dying but that the heart is not functioning at 100%. Many 

people live with heart failure for many years and in fact decades by the treatment and measurement 

of simple objective markers of body function such as pulse, blood pressure, oxygen levels, etc. We 

are delighted that Mrs Malone’s medical team were able to care for her in a complete and 

comprehensive manner by taking these various markers into consideration.  

Should Mrs Malone’s life had been at serious risk, we are confident that her medical team would 

have acted in accordance with current medical council guidelines which state that a risk to the 

woman does not have to be immediate. Section 48.3 reads: 

Abortion is legally permissible where there is a real and substantial threat to the life of the woman 

which cannot be prevented by other means. The risk, while substantial may not be immediate or 

inevitable in all cases. The risk should be assessed in light of current evidence based best practice.  

We wish Mrs Malone and her new baby daughter a full recovery. 

 

ENDS 

Note to Editors: 

Doctors for Life Ireland is an organisation for doctors who wish to uphold the practice of medicine as a service 

to human life at all stages. It is open to medical practitioners and health care professionals of every specialty, 

both working and retired. It aims to provide evidence-based and factual information to doctors and others 

who are concerned about the ethical questions relating to patient care and practitioner responsibility at all 

stages of life. It is not affiliated to, or part of, any other organisation. Doctors for Life Ireland to offers 

educational and professional support to doctors and others who are involved in the ethical questions relating 

to patient care and practitioner responsibility at all stages of human life.  



Medical Council Guidelines: https://www.medicalcouncil.ie/News-and-Publications/Reports/Guide-to-

Professional-Conduct-and-Ethics-8th-Edition-2016-.pdf 
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