
Decision-Making in Everyday Practice - avoiding the Legal 
Pitfalls 

A Conference held by the Medico-Legal Alliance on 13th October, 2018 

9.30 : Welcome 

9.35 : Clinical Judgments in a Changing Legal Context : The Courts’ Views 

Speaker : Benedict Ó Floinn, Senior Counsel 

10.15 : Questions 

10.30 : Coffee Break 

11.00 : The Patient as Decision-maker? Legal and Practical Consequences 

Speakers : Dr. Trevor Hayes, Consultant Obstetrician 

Dr Niall Maguire 

11.35 : Questions 

11.50 : From Primary Care Centres to Partnerships, Sole Practitioners to Hospitals 

– Structures and Ethos and Good Decision-making 

Speakers : Dr Michael McConville 

Rev. William R. Dailey 

12.30 : Lunch 

13.30 : Conscience as a Component in Decision-making 

Speakers Dr. Noreen O’Carroll 

Dr. Angelo Bottone Nuala, Baroness O’Loan of Kirkiniola 

14.10 : Questions 

14.30 : Patient Referral - the Doctor’s Duties 

Speakers Joseph Richardson, Barrister 

Dr. Mary Neal 

15.10 : Questions 

15.30 : Close 

 



Niall Peter Maguire, graduated MB BCH BAO from University College, Dublin in 1988. He 
obtained his MICGP and MRCGP in 1991 following General Practitioner training in Dublin. He 

has worked as a GP in Navan since 1994. He was a Research and QA Fellow at the ICGP 
between 1993 and 2000 and has been an Assistant Programme Director of the Specialist Training 

Programme in the Northeast since 2004. Dr. Maguire has also been Medical Editor of the ICGP 
magazine Forum, chaired the Research and Research Ethics Committees of the ICGP and acted 

as Secretary of the Meath Faculty of the ICGP as well as Chair of the Primary Care Surgical 
Association. He was elected Fellow of the RCGP in 2007. He works in a group practice with 

nine other GPs who span the whole spectrum of opinion in medical and social matters. Research 
interests are GP education and community-based surgery and he has published on these topics. 

Dr Mary Neal is a Senior Lecturer in Law at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow. She holds 
degrees from the Universities of Glasgow (LLB Hon., LLM) and Cardiff (PhD). She researches, 

writes, and teaches in the fields of Healthcare Law and Bioethics, focusing on beginning and 
end-of-life issues. In 2014-15, she was Adviser to the Scottish Parliamentary Committee 

scrutinising the Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill, and she is a current member of the British 
Medical Association’s Medical Ethics Committee. Dr. Neal has published a range of academic 

articles and blogs on a variety of topics including, most recently, conscientious objection by 
healthcare professionals; the nature of ‘proper medical treatment’; the role of the emotions in 

end-of-life decision-making; and the conceptual structure and content of human dignity. Dr Neal 
was a co-editor of and contributor to the recent volume Ethical Judgments: Re-writing Medical 

Law (Hart, 2017). Her works-in-progress include articles and book chapters on conscientious 
objection; the idea of ‘vulnerability’ in healthcare; physician-assisted suicide; and the role of 

dignity in human rights discourse. Among other research activities, Dr Neal is currently leading a 
British Academy/Leverhulme-funded project exploring conflicts between personal values and 
professional expectations in pharmacy practice and a multi-disciplinary network of academics 

and healthcare professionals (the ‘Accommodating Conscience Research Network’, or 
‘ACoRN’), funded by the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Dr Neal is a Board member of the 

international Protection of Conscience Project and a spokesperson for the Free Conscience 
Campaign 

 



Dr. Noreen O’Carroll MA, HDipEd, PhD, DPMSA lectures in medical ethics at the Royal 
College of Surgeons in Ireland and was a visiting lecturer at RCSI Medical University of Bahrain 

on the MSc Healthcare Ethics and Law course over three years. Her undergraduate and 
postgraduate studies in philosophy were at University College Dublin and the University of 
Helsinki, Finland. She also studied healthcare ethics and the philosophy of medicine at the 

Society of Apothecaries, London. Previous academic appointments were at NUI Maynooth and 
the Milltown Institute of Theology and Philosophy. Her research interests include conscientious 

objection, human rights, the natural law and methods of ethical reasoning in healthcare. Dr. 
O’Carroll is a member of the Royal Irish Academy’s Ethical, Legal, Political and Philosophical 

Studies Committee. 

Benedict Ó Floinn was called to the Bar in 1992, after reading law at Christ Church, Oxford and 
has been in practice continuously as a trial advocate since – 

predominantly in Ireland, but also overseas. He served for several years on the Education 
Committee of the Kings Inns, Dublin; was a member of the expert group advising the Law 

Reform Commission on the Consolidation and Reform of the Courts Acts and was consultant 
editor of de Brúin’s Transnational Litigation. Mr. Ó Floinn is the author of Practice and 

Procedure in the Superior Courts. Although he has appeared in a wide range of cases, including 
the tracing and seizing of criminally- acquired assets for the Criminal Assets Bureau, medical 

negligence has been an important part of Mr. Ó Floinn’s practice since appearing for the plaintiff 
in the seminal case of Gallagher –v- Stanley and the National Maternity Hospital in 1996. 

Trevor Hayes, MB BCh MRCOG, qualified as a doctor at University College, Cork. He obtained 
accredited training on the West of Scotland Scheme and a surgical fellowship in Edinburgh. 

Trevor Hayes was a research fellow in Bath specialising in endometrial ablation. He has been a 
Director of the Women’s Health Group since 2006 and was twice named ‘Obstetrician of the 

Year’ by Maternity and Infant Magazine 2009 and 2013. Dr. Hayes is a consultant in Obstetrics 
& Gynaecology at St. Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny and continues to work on his specialist clinical 

and research interests of urogynaecology and minimal access surgery. 

 



Rev. William R. Dailey holds a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Notre Dame. He attended 
Columbia Law School, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. He served as a law clerk to 
Judge Diarmuid F. Ó Scannláin of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and 

practiced law in Washington, D.C., with Wiley Rein LLP. In 2009, he returned to Columbia Law 
School as scholar-in-residence. Fr. Dailey has served as a lecturer in law at the Notre Dame Law 

School since 2010, as the St. Thomas More Fellow of the Notre Dame Centre for Ethics and 
Culture. He was rector of Stanford Hall on the Notre Dame campus for three years and is 

currently is the director of the Notre Dame-Newman Centre for Faith & Reason. 

Dr. Michael McConville qualified at Queen’s University, Belfast. He established his practice as a 
General Practitioner in Ballyhaise, County Cavan. He is a prolific contributor to articles, blogs 

and other media on subjects of interest to the medical profession generally and General 
Practitioners in particular. He has been a member of the Council of the National Association of 

General Practitioners since 2015 and Chief liaison with Chris Goodey and Cormac Little on 
competition law impediments to the development and sustainability of General Practice in 

Ireland. He has been a long-standing advocate for the development of GP national co-operatives 
in Ireland. 

Nuala, Baroness O’Loan of Kirkiniola qualified as a solicitor and was a law lecturer at the Ulster 
Polytechnic and University of Ulster from 1974 to 1992. She held the Jean Monnet Chair of 

European Law at the University of Ulster from 1992 until her appointment as Police 
Ombudsman, a post she held from 1999 to 2007. In July 2009, it was announced that Baroness 

O’Loan was to be appointed to the House of Lords. In December 2010, the National University 
of Ireland, Maynooth appointed her as Chairman of its Governing Authority. She was 

Chairwoman of the Equality and Human Rights Commission's Human Rights Enquiry. 

Baroness O’Loan was awarded an honorary doctorate by the Universtiy of Ulster, in recognition                           
of herachievements. She has been similarly honoured by the National University of Ireland,                         
Maynooth and Queen’s University, Belfast. She was elected a member of the Royal Irish                           
Academy in 2012. 

 



Angelo Bottone was born in Italy and has lived in Ireland since 2002. He earned a PhD in 
philosophy with a thesis on “The idea of the human person in John Henry Newman’s Dublin 

Writings” and lectures in philosophy at University College Dublin and Dublin Business School. 
He has published books and articles on John Henry Newman, Paul Ricoeur, Ludwig 

Wittgenstein, Etienne Balibar, multiculturalism, ethics and politics. He is a research officer with 
the Iona Institute. 

Joseph Richardson holds a Ph.D. from Maynooth University and an M.B.A. from Smurfit 
Business School in Healthcare Management. A practising barrister, he has published widely on a 
variety of different fields, from general commercial matters to the implications of Brexit. Prior to 
his call to the Bar, Mr. Richardson ran the Faculty of Health Sciences at Trinity College, Dublin 
and served as Head of Policy and International Affairs at the Irish Medical Organisation. With 

over 15 years experience of the health and health policy sector, he continues to follow 
developments in these sectors with interest. 


